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Earlville United Presbyterian 

Church Personnel 

Pastor: Del Keilman 
Organist: Connie Miller 
Pianist: Tina Saylor 
Choir Directors: 

Lynda Lantz &  
Casandra Mitchell 

Treasurer:  

Sandra Kofoed 
Financial Secretary: 

Lois Selvig 
SS Superintendent K-8: 

Rita Novak 
Clerk of Session:  

Jane Russell 
 

 

Church Officers 

Deacons  -   

Class of 2010 

Jeannie Van Hon 
Karen Gibson 

Kay Druen 
Class of 2011 

Rita Novak 
Grace Zeno 

Jane Boardman 
Class of 2012 

La Verle Carter 
Judy Robb 

Casandra Mitchell 

Church Officers 

Elders 

Class of 2010 

Frank Green 
Brad Kofoed 
Bill Mitchell 
Larry Imel 

Christine Stryker (Youth) 
Class of 2011 

Lois Selvig     (Fellowship)   
Mary Keilman (Fellowship) 

Deb Martin     (Faith)    
Alan Worsley  (Witness)   

 

Class of 2012 

Tina Stephens (Witness) 
Pat Russell(Stewsardship) 

Sandra Cockream(Fellowship) 

Karen Mathesius (Faith) 
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Church School 

Pre School: 
Kelley Keller & Tina Saylor 

Kindergarten—2nd 
Deb Martin 

3rd & 4th: Karen Mathesius 

5th & 6th: Dawn Rogers 

7th & 8th: 
Rita Novak & Bill Eckles 

 

High School & College ~ 
Bryan Pratt 

 

Adult—Delbert Erwin 

Music Director ~  

Tina Saylor &  

Angela Konzal 
 

Substitutes: 
Angela Konzal & Marcia Spies 

 

SS Superintendent  - 
Rita Novak 

 

AWANNA 
Helen Goodard—Commander 

 

Young Life   
April Busse— Coordinator 

Beckey Stryker—Leader 

 

Presbyterian Web Sites 
Our  Churches Web Site: www.earlvillechurches.com 

Blackhawk presbytery web site:  www.blackhawkpresbytery.org 

Presbytery USA Web Site: www.pcusa.org 

Annual Reports DueAnnual Reports DueAnnual Reports DueAnnual Reports Due    

Please submit Session, Deacons, treasurers and committee annual reports for 2009 to Lois Jornin for 

 Church’s Annual Congregational Meeting. On Jan 17th 

Email to her at JornlinFarms@aol.com or give to her at Church no later than Jan. 6no later than Jan. 6no later than Jan. 6no later than Jan. 6 
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 OUTSIDE MY WINDOW    
 

A favorite song of years past is “It’s Beginning 
to Look a Lot Like Christmas.”  It is still a few 
days from Christmas as I write this article for 
the January 2010 Newsletter.  Outside it is 
cold and snowing, and visions of Christmas 
yet to come are filling my head.  
 

I share this with you because it is sometimes 
difficult for us to shift gears, still we must.  For 
many 2009 has been a difficult year.  Many 
seniors dependent upon interest from CD’s are 
receiving a fraction of what they were previ-
ously paid.  Many in our community have been 
without work, and there appears to be little re-
lief on the immediate horizon. Others have lost 
loved ones, or a relationship has ended. Still 
for others 2009 will be a year to be fondly re-
membered; the birth of a child….the beginning 
of a new relationship…the year they were mar-
ried…the purchase of a new home.  However 
we view the year soon ending, the one fact 
that remains, it is soon ending. 
 

This has been a challenging year in our 
church.  Attendance has declined, and church 
revenues have dropped, while at the same 
time expenses have increased.  Per Capita 
assessments have increased as has our utility 
expenditures and more. Though salary levels 
were maintained at the 2008 level,  it became 
necessary to make unforeseen repairs to the 
church, that if delayed would further increase 
the expenditures required.  Your session has 
diligently monitored income versus outgo, but 
still we have found ourselves at times borrow-
ing against an established line of credit to 
meet necessary expenditures. Even with the 
challenges of 2009 we have maintained and in 
some cases grown our outreach in ministry.  

 Angel Food Ministry became part of our 
churches outreach to the community and sur-
rounding area. Through this ministry, and the 
generous support and donations of many of 
you, we have been able to provide food for 
families in need.  The deacons supported six 
families at Thanksgiving, and with your support 
will continue to do this and more at Christmas 

 I have often said that in ministry, “God doesn’t 
call the equipped, He equips the called.”  It is 
this variety of gifts that continues to help us 
grow in our witness and outreach.  I firmly be-
lieve that to look inward, and curtail programs 
and ministry would defeat the purpose of the 
church.  We will continue to seek God’s guid-
ance in the year and years ahead.  We will con-
tinue to fulfill the Great Commission to the best 
of our ability. We will continue to use the re-
sources available to us wisely and prudently.  
 

So as we approach this New Year, I pray that 
each of us will ask of ourselves, “Are we doing 
all that we can in support of our church and its 
ministries?  Can we increase our giving in sup-
port of the church?”  Mary and I have done this 
and found that we can make the sacrifice nec-
essary to answer the later question in the af-
firmative.  Will you do the same? 

The year ahead may be one of continued chal-
lenge, but I believe that we can and we will con-
tinue to grow and make a difference in this com-
munity and wherever God calls us to go.  For 
what we do is for Him…the one who has given 
us all that we have….and all that we are.  

 

I pray 2010 will be a year filled with much joy 
and happiness for you and for your family 

In Christ’s love 

Pastor Del 

Pastor Del — Contact Information 

Church:   815.246.8004 

Home:  815.246.8118 

Cell:  815.861.2759 

(Change #)  Car:  815.830.3293 

Wisconsin: 608.742.3340 

Jan 2010 

 

With God all things are good and good will 
happen.  

Psalm  46:10   

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
and comes down from the Father of Lights. James 1.17  

Found inscribed on gift wrapping paper . 
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Acolytes for Traditional 
Service . 

Jan 3rd    ~ Tessa Konzal & Sarah Kofoed 

Jan 10th    ~ Catrina Martin & Aditi Cuevas 

Jan 17th    ~ Jenna & Becky Rogers 

Jan 24th   ~ Catrina Martin & Sarah Kofoed 

Jan 31th   -  Brena Nolvak & Jamie Hardin 

Ushers/Greeters 
9am: Ken Bidstrup, Tim Bidstrup, Judy & Don 

Robb 

 

Happy Birthday!! 

  Jan. 

BD  6 - Jacob Fruit 

 13 - Ryan Stallman 

 14 - Wayne VanHorn 

 18 - Carl Thompson 

 19 - Bruce Carter 

 20 - Bryar Keller 

 21 - Sandra Cockream  

 22  ‘ Nancy Stallman 

 24 - David Goddard 

 26 - Tina Stephens 

 27 - Deanna Groom & Lisa Cox  

 28 - Christopher Bidstrup & Larry Imel 

 29 - Catrina Martin 

 31 - Chad Christensen 
  AN  

 16 - Ken & Marian Moore 

   Communion Servers 
 Servers   

Lay Worship Readers 
Traditional Service  

3th  Jane Russell 

10th  Ken Bidstrup 

17th  Wendy Keller 

24th  Dan Spies 

31th  Pastor Del Keilman 

   

Fellowship Hour . 
3th: Bruce/Jane Bauer; Delbert/Charlotte Erwin 

10th: Larry/Jen Imel; Bill/Deb Martin  

17th: Barb Ridge; Sandra/Brad Knofed 

24th: Bill/Casandra Mitchell; Dave/Kay Druen 

31th: Bob/Lois Jornlin; Ken/Nancy Bidstrup. 

White Horse  
Contemporary Christian Music at 

2nd, 3rd & 4th 11am Services  

Food for ThoughtFood for ThoughtFood for ThoughtFood for Thought''''    
Come to my House on Sunday before the game. 
    GOD 

Angle Food Ministry OrderAngle Food Ministry Order--Pick Up DatesPick Up Dates  

Order Dates– Jan 6 1-2pm,  Jan 9 3-4pm, Jan 10 , 
10 –11 and 12-1330. No orders taken after this date. 

Pick up date  Jan23 between 11:15 and 12:15pm at 
Church 

Send Newsletter Articles by e-mail to: 

usconsuling@earthlink.net 

Fax: 815.498.1260 

Next Deadline—Jan 18, 2010 
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Choir News 

We practice every Wednesday from 5:30-6:30.  We will sing for the 9:00 am services.  We would 
welcome any and all new singers that would like to come and share their love of music with us!!! 

 

The six geese a-laying stood for the six days 
of creation 
.Seven swans a-swimming represented the 
sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit-Prophesy, 
Serving, Teaching, Exhortation, Contribu-
tion,  Leadership, and Mercy. 
 

The eight maids a-milking were the eight 
beatitudes. 
 

Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of 
the Holy Spirit-Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, 
Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentle-
ness,  and Self Control. 

AWANA Club NewsAWANA Club NewsAWANA Club NewsAWANA Club News    
 Approved Workmen Are Not Ashamed” 

                    (2 Timothy 2:15) 

  Awana clubs meet Wed. nights 6:30-8:00 

Jan 6: Beat the Clock Night 

Jan 11 & 20 

Jan 27: Pajama Jam. 

================================================ 

The 12 Days of ChristmasThe 12 Days of ChristmasThe 12 Days of ChristmasThe 12 Days of Christmas    
   

"Did you ever wonder what  in the world do leaping 
lords, French hens, swimming swans, and espe-
cially the partridge that won't come out of the pear 
tree have to do with Christmas? 
 

 Well 
 

From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England 
were not permitted to practice their faith openly. 
Someone during that era wrote this carol as a cate-
chism song for young Catholics. It has two levels of 
meaning: the surface meaning plus a hidden mean-
ing known only to members of their church.  Each 
element in the carol has a code word for a religious 
reality, which the children could remember. 
 

The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ. 
 

Two turtledoves were the Old and New Testa-
ments. 
 

Three French hens stood for faith, hope and love. 
 

The four calling birds were the four gospels of Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke & John. 
 

The five golden rings recalled the Torah or Law, 
the first five books of the Old Testament. 
 

===================================== 

Souperbowl Sundary. Do you know its history? 

Nothing to do with football.  
Started by a South Carolina Youth Fellowship 
Group. 

The ten lords a-leaping were the Ten 
Commandments. 
 

The eleven pipers piping stood for the 
eleven faithful disciples. 
 

The twelve drummers drumming symbol-
ized the twelve points of belief in The 
Apostles' Creed 
Now you know the rest of the story. 

Church Attendance 
  9am 11am 

Nov.22  55 55 

Nov. 29  59 45 

Dec. 6  52 38 

Dec 13  63 42 

Presbyterian Women 
PW meet Jan 19th, 9:30am at Myra Finckerger’s 
residence. 

Study #6; Devotion lead by Arlene Wright. 
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Food For Thought 
THE LORD'S BASEBALL GAME 

Bob and the Lord stood by to observe a baseball 
game. 
 

The Lord's team was playing Satan's team. 
 

The Lord's team was at bat, the score was tied 
zero to zero, and it was the bottom of the 9th in-
ning with two outs. 
 

They continued to watch as a batter stepped up to 
the plate whose name was Love. Love swung at 
the first pitch and hit a single, because Love 

never fails. The next batter was named Faith, who 
also got a single because Faith works with Love. 
 

The next batter up was named Godly Wisdom. 
Satan wound up and threw the first pitch. Godly 
Wisdom looked it over and let it pass: Ball one. 
 

Three more pitches and Godly Wisdom walked, 
because Godly wisdom never swings at what Sa-
tan throws. The bases were loaded. 
 

The Lord then turned to Bob and told him He was 
now going to bring in His star player. Up to the 
plate stepped Grace. Bob said, "He sure doesn't 
look like much!" Satan's whole team relaxed when 
they saw Grace. Thinking he had won the game, 
Satan wound up and fired his first pitch. 

To the shock of everyone, Grace hit the ball harder 
than anyone had ever seen. But Satan was not 
worried; his center fielder let very few get by. 

He went up for the ball, but it went right through 
his glove, hit him on the head and sent him crash-
ing on the ground; then it continued over the fence 
for a home run 
 

The Lord's team won. 
 

The Lord then asked Bob if he knew why Love, 
Faith, and Godly Wisdom could get on base but 
could not win the game.  Bob answered that he did 
not know why. 
 

The Lord explained, "If your love, faith and wisdom 
had won the game you would think you had done it 
by yourself. Love, faith and wisdom will get you on 
base, but only My Grace can get you home. My 
Grace is the one thing Satan cannot steal." 

-- Author Unknown 
 

 

PC USAPC USA——Special Days of  JanSpecial Days of  Jan  

 Jan 6—Epiphany of the Lord 

Jan 10—Baptism of the Lord 

Jan 18—25 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Feb. 7 Souperbowl of Caring 

Nov. Blackhawk Presbytery Meeting. 

1. Approved renewal of CLP contract exten-
sions for Jane Bunnell, Somonauk, and Del 
Keilman, Earlville 

2. Approved Per Capita Tax of $34.64 per 
church member for 2010. 

3. Per Capita Tax is due and payable on Jan. 
1, based on the Church Membership as of 
Jan 1 the previous year. 

4. Each particular church pays their Per Capita 
Tax to Presbytery, who in turn forwards the pro-
rated amount to Synod and GA. 

5. Breakdown of 2010 Per Capita Tax is:  

 Blackhawk Presbytery $24.89 

 Synod:    $3.60 

 GA:    $6.15 

6.    Last years Per Capita Tax was $34.45 

Annual Congregation Meeting 
Scheduled for Jan 17, 2010 at Church fellowship hall. 

Potluck dinner at 12 noon followed by Annual 

Congregational Meeting at 1pm 
 

Bring a dish to pass and table ware for yourself. 

======================================== 

Annual Reports 
Do not forget to send Lois Jornlin your reports. 

See Page 1 for contact information 

======================================= 

Food For Thought 

When your want to know what God’s is saying 

Read the Bible. 
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We’re half way through our Sunday School year.  Hard to believe! 
 

December Review: 
 

Last month our Children’s Christmas Giving Tree  

offerings went to our local area homeless shelter………… 

  Our Sunday School brought in McDonald coupon books to give to the shelter.   

Each book has five $1 coupons in it.  The Pastor, and leaders at the shelter, try to give 
each guest 1 or 2 coupons daily (during cold winter months) so the guests may order some-
thing at McDonalds and stay inside for a couple hours for shelter and warmth.  Remember 
that the shelter is only open from 7pm -7 am.  The leaders give them breakfast in the 

morning and send them off with a paper sack lunch – ensuring that they will get food to eat 
during the day.  Then, the guests return at 7 pm for dinner, laundry, shower, and a bed. 

I would like to recognize someone who was instrumental in our Sunday School offerings  
to the homeless this winter….Donna Mumm!  Donna gave us jars of peanut butter & jelly, 
paper sacks, baggies, and approximately $75.00 worth of  McDonald coupons to add to 

our donations!  THANK YOU DONNA! 
 

In December we began our new curriculum, L.I.V.E. BIG (live your belief in God). 
 

We held our Children’s Christmas Celebration………. 

(Thank You Tina and Angela!) 
We had 13 amazing kids in our Sunday School participate in it. 

We all enjoyed a wonderful, huge selection of cookies afterwards! 
Thank you to all who brought cookies for our program that night! 

Thank you to everyone who came and supported our youth that night ~  
especially those who didn’t even a child/grandchild in the program! 

Thank you Laverle, Marcia and June for all your help in setting up and cleaning up! 
EVERYTHING IS ALWAYS GREATLY APPRECIATED!  

 

JANUARY 
 

January is generally pretty ‘calm’ for us. 
 

However, we will be planning another Mission Service for this month! 
 

“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.”“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.”“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.”“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.”    Prov. 22:6 Prov. 22:6 Prov. 22:6 Prov. 22:6     

Respectfully Submitted    ~    For Him, Rita Novak Respectfully Submitted    ~    For Him, Rita Novak Respectfully Submitted    ~    For Him, Rita Novak Respectfully Submitted    ~    For Him, Rita Novak     

 


