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Presbyterian Web Sites

Our Churches Web Site: www.earlvillechurches.com

Blackhawk presbytery web site: www.blackhawkpresbytery.org
Presbytery USA Web Site: www.pcusa.org

Church Personnel

Pastor: Del Keilman
Organist: Connie Miller
Pianist: Tina Saylor
Choir Directors:
Lynda Lantz &
Casandra Mitchell
Treasurer:
Sandra Kofoed
Financial Secretary:
Lois Selvig
SS Superintendent K-8:
Rita Novak
Clerk of Session:
Jane Russell

Church Officers
Elders -

Class of 2010
Frank Green
Brad Kofoed
Bill Mitchell
Larry Imel
Christine Stryker (Youth)
Class of 2011
Lois Selvig  (Fellowship)
Mary Keilman (Fellowship)
Deb Martin  (Faith)
Alan Worsley (Witness)

Class of 2012
Tina Stephens (Witness)
Pat Russell (Stewsardship)
Sandra Cockream(Fellowship)
Karen Mathesius (Faith)

Church Officers
Deacons -
Class of 2010

Jeannie Van Horn
Karen Gibson
Kay Druen
Class of 2011

Rita Novak
Grace Zeno
Jane Boardman
Class of 2012
La Verle Carter
Judy Robb
Casandra Mitchell

Church School

Pre School:

Kelley Keller & Tina Saylor
Kindergarten—2nd
Deb Martin
3rd & 4th: Karen Mathesius
5th & 6th: Dawn Rogers
7th & 8th:

Rita Novak & Bill Eckles

High School & College ~
Bryan Pratt

Adult—Delbert Erwin
Music Director ~
Tina Saylor &
Angela Konzal

Substitutes:
Angela Konzal & Marcia Spies

SS Superintendent -
Rita Novak

AWANA

Helen Gooddard—
Commander

Young Life
April Busse— Coordinator
Beckey Stryker—Leader

Palm Sunday - March 28
Palm Sunday. Celebration. The glorious entry into Jerusalem. The image of a warm day of joy and
celebration, along the road strewn with cloaks and leafy branches and people shouting Hosanna! Cele-

brated to this day with palm branches and some of our great, triumphant hymns



“Something’s Happening” but for the full
extent of what's happening to be realized it
requires the entire Church, you and me. As
the tulips will someday soon bloom, | pray
that this church will continue to bloom. If
you've been away from worship, we look for-
ward with grateful anticipation to your return
home, so that the fullness of God'’s beautiful
and colorful bouquet might be know

March 2010

OUTSIDE MY WINDOW

Over the past few days outside our kitchen
window are signs that spring is “near,” tulips
peeking out of the ground. Spring....or so it
seemed yesterday. Today as | look out that
same window | see huge snowflakes falling, a
winter storm warning issued and a forecast for
anywhere between 5 and 12 inches of snow.

In Christ's love

Last months article by Pastor Del was on
“Where in the world is God?

Received following email shortly thereafter.

Now | have lived all of my life in the upper Mid-
west, and know that the first signs of spring
are often misleading, and that winter may con-
tinue its onslaught for weeks yet to come. But,
“something’s happening” and with each pass-
ing day the sun continues to intensify in bril-
liance and warmth. | know that in a few weeks
the budding tulips now covered with snow will
again bloom displaying their palate of brilliant
colors, reds, yellows and white.

Haiti Worships God in Worst of Times.

USA Today had this little clip in their Jan. 18"
2010 paper: Desperation in Haiti continues to
mount as relief agencies confront near-
impossible logistical challenges to reach the
injured, starving and homeless in Port-au-
Prince. What a time to thank God. Yet Hai-
tians did on Sunday. Throughout the ruined
capital, Haitians of every faith -- Catholic and
Protestant together -- still turned to their
prayers. This reminds us that we are sup-
posed to praise God even in the worst mo-
ments in life. Why? Because in the midst of
all chaos, the Lord can reach out his hand and
from nothing, create something good. Haiti
will come to life again, and we will live through

“Something’s Happening” is the theme for this
year’s Easter celebration. Over 2000 years
ago, from a Bethlehem stable, to Pilates Court;
from a cross on a hill called Calvary, to an
empty borrowed tomb, something was hap-
pening. That something was God’s Son shin-
ing in the world, the intensity and warmth of
His light never to be diminished

John, in a passage most often read at Christ-
mas, writes, “In Him was life, and that
life was the light of men. The light
shines in the darkness, but the darkness
has not understood.” (John 1:4-5)

! PC USA—Special Days In March —l
| 5th World Day of Prayer
. 7th Celebrate the Gifts of Women

I
The light of the sun is necessary for our tulips | |
to bloom. The light of God’s Son is necessary |
for our lives to bloom. Mushrooms grow in
darkness, not tulips, not us. God created us to
live in His Light and in His love. Each of us has
the capacity to give from our abundance, to

pour out our love to one another.

. 28th Passion/Palm Sunday

Pastor Del — Contact Information
Church: 815.246.8004
Home: 815.246.8118

Cell: 815.861.2759
(Change #) Car: 815.826.0315

Put yourself in my hands and see what | can do. GOD




Acolytes for Traditional Service .
Mar 7" Jenna & Becky Rogers ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ ﬁﬁﬁ
Mar 14™ Travis & Tyler Bretsch JE
Mar 21%' Breana Novak & Jamie Hardin
Mar 28" Tessa Konzal & Aditi Cuevas

Communion Servers
Servers: Elders - Brad Kofoed, i
Larry Imel; Deacons—Karen Gibson, s

el

Judy Roff.
Preparers: Kaye Druen & Jane Bordman

Lay Worship Readers

| Traditional Service
I 7th Dave Druen

I 14th Allan Worsley

I21th Lois Selvig

28th Barb Ridge

>
7th Dan & Marcia Spies, Alvin & June Novak
14th Lois Selvig, Pat & Jane Russell

21th Gerald & Curtis Fruit; & Judy Hufton
28th Karen Gibson & Lynda Lantz
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Flowers: Grace Zeno
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Fellowship Hour .

99

The road you choose, will you take me with you?
GOD

Tyler Marchang was baptized on Jan. 31.

Ushers/Greeters

9am: Al Worsley, Donna Mumm,
Bill & Deb Martin

“1 @ 21- Jenny Eckles
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Happy Birthday!
March
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(™ 3 - Dorothy Warren & David J. Goddard
¥ 9 - Harold Carter

h 16 - Sandra Kofoed & Debbie Martin

@ 20 - Myra Flickinger
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31 - Jane Boardman
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: 30 - Rita Novak & Katie Rafferty
(™ 28 - Alvin & June Novak
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: 28 - Crystal Keller

@ 29 - Laura Carter & Keith Stephens

\ 4

¥ 1-Wanda & John Kofoed

@ 20 - David & Janet Kelm

@ 27 - Keith & Myra Flickinger

Contemporary Christian Music at

2nd, 3rd & 4th 11am Sunday Service

At Daniels Den in Plano on March

6th. @ 7:30 pm
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Church Website

Have you visited QUr church website recently Tina
Stephens has updated and is keeping it current. To
visit site see link on Page 1 of newsletter. Its Awsom

Your are not alone, you have me.
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g Choir News g

We practice every Wednesday from 5:30-6:30. We will sing for the 9:00 am services. We would
u welcome any and all new singers that would like to come and share their love of music with us!!! J’
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ANGEL FOOD MINISTRIES

Thanks to everyone that has donated to the Angel
Food boxes. Please do not forget that it just doesn't
stop at the holidays. The Sullivan Food stamps are
going well. We already have one card filled and
working on card 2. Thanks to all of you. So if they
ask you for stamps say "yes", and also check the
floors of your car, bottom of your purse, console of
your car and wherever else they might accumulate.

Karen Gibson
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Sullivans Supermarket has a program going on ending
March 23rd that for each $10 spent you receive a

stamp. Each card filled ($500 purchase in all) receives a
rebate. If you do not plan to use the stamps for yourself,
please give to one of the Deacons and they will fill a card or
cards to present to someone in need. Thank you.

Jeanne VanHorn
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New for Angel Food in April is a After School box and
a 4 x 4 Family Meal Kit. The Seafood box is BACK.
Order dates are Wed. March 10th, 1 -2pm; Sat.
March 13th 3-4 pm and Sunday March 14th 10 -11
am & 1-2pm. Pickup is March 27th 1-2pm.

If your would like you may also make a donating at
anytime to any deacon. This will help provide boxes
to families in need. Thanks for your support of our
ministry.

Judy Rob

Church Attendance: 9am  1llam
Jan. 17th 60 42
Jan. 24th 60 48
Jan. 31 60 70
Feb. 7 63 36

AWANA Club News

Approved Workmen Are Not Ashamed”

(2 Timothy 2:15)
Awana Clubs are broken down into three separate
clubs.

e Sparke’s
e T&T
e Trek

Awana clubs meet Wed. nights 6:30-8:00
Awana's March Events

March 3rd, Black Out Night: Clubbers will
need to wear a white t-shirt for black out
night. Everything will be played in the
dark!

March 10th, Clubbers will be baking cook-
ies for the shut-ins and watching the Veg-
gieTails movie Easter Carol.

March 17th, Store Night: Clubbers will
need to bring their Awana dollars to spend
at the Awana Store.

March 24th, Our last night for Awana'’s till
Fall. Parents are to stay for the closing
program and awards. Cookies and drinks
will be served after the program.

In God’s Love
Helen Goddard

Commander

3 Days with God

| Would you like to spend 3 days with God? Then |
. it’s time to think about Tres Dias. Itis a 3 day I
~weekend worshipping God. 1t will change your .
Ilifi Cost is $125.00 for entire weekend. . There I
. are no other expenses. .
I You leave Thursday night and return Sunday
.evening. Fee includes transportation, all meals, |
*room and so much more. Men’s weekend is May :
|13—16th ; Women’s is May 20-23rd. For more I
: information see Pastor Del, Wendy Keller, Brian :
Pratt, or Don and Judy Robb. Applications are on -
I'the front table |




Ash Wednesday - Feb. 17

Ask Wednesday is a day of solemn assembly
that is built right into the church year. Itis a
fast day, a day of mourning for our sin and
the sin of all humanity before God, a recogni-
tion of our mortality save for the grace of
God, and a request that the Lord remember
our creation and breathe new life into our
burned-out, dusty lives once more.

In many ways, Ash Wednesday corresponds
to the Jewish holiday of Yom Kippur in that it
is a day of public penance and renewal by
putting our sin to death for the sake of
atonement. For Christians, however, this
atonement comes through Jesus Christ upon
whom our sin was placed, like the ancient
scapegoat on the Day of Atonement in Leviti-
cus 16. It is Christ, not us by our own ac-
tions, who saves us from the ravages of sin,
and it is upon him that our hope is placed.

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent,
a time in the church calendar where we un-
dergo a discipline that helps us become bet-
ter disciples. Lent was traditionally a time set
aside for catechumens to learn about the
faith before their Easter baptism. Although
you'll hear people talk about giving some-
thing up for Lent, giving something up for
Lent is like pruning dead branches off a plant
so that energy can be directed toward new
growth. Lent isn't about dying; it's about dis-
cipline so that new life can emerge, which
sometimes means dying to what is dead (and
death-dealing) in and among us so that there
is room for the vigor of new life.

Traditional Ash Wednesday services include
an imposition of ashes, which is the marking
of an ashen cross on our foreheads with the
pastor’s thumb dipped in a little olive oil
mixed with the ashes of last year's Palm
Sunday branches. The elements used for the
imposition of ashes are important to note. In
the ancient world people used ashes to sym-
bolize their mourning upon a death and to
signify sorrow for their sins. Olive oil was
used to anoint people at and to signify sor-
row for their sins.

Olive oil was used to anoint people at death, to help
with childbirth, to light lamps and to wash. Perfumed I
olive oil was used to anoint prophets, priests and |
kings for service to God. Notice the double meaning |
of both the olive oil and ashes, meanings pertaining
to both life and death. Even ashes, which are the

| residue of death, also contain elements of life in I
them, for ashes are used for soap (recalling the

Iwashing of baptism). Ashes are also one of the |

| prime ingredients in fertilizer used to promote new |

Igrowth. I

I The mark of the cross upon the forehead, like the |

I mark of Cain (Genesis 4), is God’s mark of grace I
upon us that we might not die even though we are

I obvious sinners. Indeed, the sign of the cross, spiri- |
tually branded upon us at our baptism, marks us as I
God’s own beloved, sealing us against the deadly

| power of the Adversary. Through the grace of Christ, |

| we are destined ultimately for life, not death. |
Though the words during the imposition of ashes

I remind us of our mortality (“Remember that you are |

| dust and to dust you shall return”), they are uttered

Isimultaneously with the sign of the cross to remind
us of our baptism into Christ’s mortal death and life

| eternal.

Worla Day of Prayer - March 5
|

World Day of Prayer is a worldwide ecumenical
movement of women of many faith traditions who
| come together to observe a common day of prayer
each year on the first Friday in March. The first cele-
brations of World Day of Prayer began in Canada
| and the United States in 1920.

| World Day of Prayer is initiated and carried out by

women in more than 170 countries and regions.
IThere is the annual day of celebration — the first Fri-
| day of March — to which all people are welcome.

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
| celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday |
|
| Celebrate the Gift_s of Women _Sunday honors :
women who contribute their gifts to the church
and community, and lifts up issues of women’s I
I rights. March 7, 2010, the day before Interna- |
| tional Women'’s Day, is Celebrate the Gifts of |
Women Sunday. This year’s theme is “Women
Keeping the Message Alive.” :
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

| Special Service In March @ Earlville

IEvery Thursday thru March 25th a Lenten study
I series title “Where in The World is God”

| written by Stephen J. Carter. Evening begins
in our church basement with soup and sand-
wich at 6:30; study session last about one
hour.
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We have a new boy in our Sunday School!
His name is Dalton Worstell; he is 4 years old, and in the preschool class.

Welcome Dalton! We are very happy to have you!!
This month we are still planning on going to our local area homeless shel-
ter in Ottawa (PADS) for a mission service. We haven't heard back from
them with a confirmed date, but we will announce it as soon as we hear.

Sunday, March 14™, will be our group class!

February Review:

We had our first group class on Feb. 14™, Valentines Day!

You can imagine that our activities/games were focused on LOVE.....

Jesus’ love; sharing love; Godly Love; and all different kinds of love!

Looking Ahead into April....

There will be no Sunday School classes on Easter, April 4.

lth

Sunday, April 117, will be our group class!

“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.” Prov. 22:6

Respectfully Submitted -~ For Him, Rita Novak




